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Peek-a-boo view through the sandstone caves on Galiano Islands.
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Island Tides reaches the top with the help of Steve Wright.

Mt Everest from Kala Patar, 5545M. See story page 2 

is available at these SER I OUS COFFE E locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Campbell River—Island Highway @ Village Willow Point

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

Sidney—Beacon Avenue 

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

good reading, great coffee — it’s time to get SERIOUS!
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Task Forces face
impossible task
Patrick Brown
The four Green Energy Task Forces
announced by the provincial
government in November are supposed
to come up with their recommendations
in January. The exact date has not yet
been made public; if they know what it
is, they aren’t saying. Presumably
someone has to read them before the
public are allowed to see them.

The time was short to begin with—

only a couple of months, including the
Christmas and New Year’s holidays.
Public input was invited—to be
submitted by December 31. It was
suggested that this input would be
made public on the Task Force website,
but so far, in mid-January, nothing has
appeared. The Task Forces were heavily
weighted with friends of the
government and representatives of the
private power generation industry.
Neither BC Hydro nor BCUC, its
regulatory body, is directly represented
on any of the Task Forces; nor are there
representatives of BC’s electricity
consumers.

The makeup of the Task Forces; the
short time allowed for public input, the
work of the Task Forces, and
presentation of their results; and lack of
any reports on their progress have led to
the suspicion that their conclusions
were, in fact, predetermined.

Yet a perusal of the submissions
(published by their originators) which
are known to have been made before
the end-of-year deadline makes it clear
that there are important issues of both
policy and practice to be discussed. The
public has had little opportunity to
discuss them. The Task Forces, even if
they were meeting around the
Christmas tree, have had insufficient
time to give these issues full
consideration. 

The Task Force members are busy
and talented people. The issues are
complex, and many are fundamental. It
may be that the absence of any
information on progress, or any public
definition of the issues, reflects the
simple fact that the Task Forces have
found that they cannot complete their
work in the short time allowed by the
Premier. If so, they should say so, now.
Otherwise, the worst of the public’s
suspicions will be confirmed.

Elizabeth May’s commentary on prorogation is on page 5 0 

The Inter American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)
agreed on October 30, 2009, to hear the petition of the
Hul’qumi’num Treaty Group (HTG) concerning the
government’s allocation of a substantial area of their traditional
territories on southeastern Vancouver Island as payment for the
building of the E&N Railway in the mid nineteenth century. The
construction of the railway was a primary condition of British
Columbia joining Canada. While the native bands retained
hunting and fishing rights over their public lands and waters
within their traditional territories, no treaty was ever signed,
and no compensation was ever paid.

The HTG includes the Chemainus, Cowichan, Halalt (south
of Chemainus), Penelakut (Kuper Island, Galiano Island), Lake
Cowichan, and Lyackson (Valdez Island) First Nations.

The Commission is a part of the Organization of American
States (OAS), and most of its human rights cases concern
disputes in Central and South America. This case may well be
the first involving Canada.

The traditional territories of the HTG include much of

Hul’qumi’num seek OAS
judgment on E&N lands

COPENHAGEN, please turn to page 8

HUL’QUMI’NUM , please turn to page 9
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NOTICE OF THE

GALIANO, MAYNE, NORTH PENDER, SOUTH PENDER, SATURNA

AND EXECUTIVE ISLANDS LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEES

GALIANO ISLAND

• South Community Hall: 141 Sturdies Bay Rd.
• North Community Hall: 20925 Porlier Pass Rd.
• Galiano Trustee office: 2540 Sturdies Bay Rd.
• Activity Centre: 1290 Sturdies Bay Rd.
• Daystar Market
• Corner Store
• Marina Bulletin Board

NORTH PENDER ISLAND

• Pender Island Community Hall: 4418 Bedwell Harbour Rd.
• Islands Trust Bulletin Board at Driftwood Centre
• Public Bulletin board at Driftwood Centre
• Magic Lake Market Bulletin Board
• Library Bulletin Board

SATURNA ISLAND

• Saturna Community Hall: East Point Rd.
• Saturna Recreation Centre: 104 Harris Rd.
• General Store Bulletin Boards
• Saturna Point Store

MAYNE ISLAND

• Agricultural Hall: 430 Fernhill Rd.
• Mayne Street Mall: Village Bay Rd.
• Fernhill Centre: Fernhill Rd.
• Miners Bay Trading Post: Fernhill Rd.

SOUTH PENDER ISLAND

• South Pender Island Fire Hall
• Islands Trust Bulletin Board at Driftwood Centre
• Public Bulletin board at Driftwood Centre
• Magic Lake Market Bulletin Board

EXECUTIVE - ISLANDS

• Islands Trust Office – Victoria (see *Note below)

THIS NOTICE STATES THE PLACES TO LOCATE YOUR ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE’S (LTC),

2010 REGULAR SCHEDULED ANNUAL MEETINGS NOTICE, POSTED ON ISLAND BULLETIN BOARDS

*NOTE: ALL LTC MEETING SCHEDULES ALSO FOUND AT THE ISLANDS TRUST OFFICE (#200-1627 FORT ST. VICTORIA)
AND WEBSITE - www.islandstrust.bc.ca
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Meet your friends,
grab a coffee, 

pastry or sandwich
and stay awhile!

We are located above
the lower pool

Our Beer & Wine Store 
is also open

7 days a week,

Wireless internet
access available

     ...open 7 days a week from 9 - 5k fdd7 d k fff
Moorings Cafe...

southeastern Vancouver Island, most of the Southern Gulf
Islands, and extend across the Strait of Georgia to the Fraser
River delta. The dispute referred to the Commission includes
E&N lands on Vancouver Island lands south of Nanaimo and
north of Victoria and Saanich, but does not include any of the
Gulf Islands or any land on the BC mainland.

History
The nascent Colonies of British Columbia and Vancouver Island
were merged in 1866, and entered Confederation in 1871.  Prior
to that time, settlers had pre-empted lands (at 160 acres per
family) on southern Vancouver Island under the administration
of James Douglas. Between 1850 and 1854 Douglas, as agent of
the Hudsons Bay Company, had negotiated treaties for
settlement lands in and around Victoria (the ‘Douglas Treaties’)
with eleven Indian bands covering Songhees, Esquimalt,
Klallam, Sooke, and Saanich. He had also completed treaties
with the Sarlequun in Nanaimo, and two bands in Prince
Rupert. Payment was made in Hudsons Bay blankets. The
conditions of these treaties granted only the actual village sites
to the bands, but all other lands became the ‘property of the
white people for ever’. It was also understood that band
members were ‘at liberty to hunt over the unoccupied lands,
and to carry on our fisheries as formerly’. 

None of the Douglas Treaties are involved in the HTG
petition to the IACHR, and the E&N lands do not overlap with
Douglas Treaty lands. 

Probably the most important condition of British Columbia
joining confederation was the building of a railway from the east
to the ‘seaboard’ of British Columbia. With the initial
assumption that the transcontinental railway would cross
Seymour Narrows to reach Vancouver Island, the E&N Railway
land grant reserve was first defined in 1874 as ‘a strip of land
Twenty Miles in width along the Eastern Coast of Vancouver
Island between Seymour Narrows and the Harbour of
Esquimalt’. In 1884, in the Settlement Act, the first formal E&N
land grant to the Dominion included some 1.8 million acres,
and was defined as ‘On the South, by a straight line drawn from
the head of Saanich Inlet to Muir Creek, on the Straits of Fuca;
On the West, by a straight line drawn from Muir Creek,
aforesaid, to Crown Mountain; On the North by a straight line
drawn from Crown Mountain towards Seymour Narrows, to the
50th parallel of latitude, to a point on the coast opposite Cape
Mudge; and On the East, by the coast line of Vancouver Island
to the Point of Commencement.’ This makes it quite clear that
the Gulf Islands are not included in the E&N grants.

The grant, however, did not include previously pre-empted
private lands, and this pre-emption activity continued
throughout the negotiation and railway-building period, as a
necessary consequence of settlers arriving in the area. The
colonial, later provincial, government naturally encouraged this
growth. Land north of a line ‘running East and West half way

between the mouth of the Courtenay River (Comox District)
and Seymour Narrows’ was excluded from the first grant. It was
intended that these lands would be used to make up lands lost
to the railway company by pre-emptions and other alienations. 

It was, of course, the Dominion government that was
responsible for actually getting the railway built, and it
eventually contracted with Robert Dunsmuir (the Esquimalt
and Nanaimo Railway Co) for the work, which was carried out
between 1884 and 1887. Dunsmuir was interested in the coal
deposits in the area, and this resulted in the inclusion in the
eventual grant of coal, other ores (not including gold and silver),
and timber. (He was also paid $750,000 in cash.)

Further grants followed; the second, in 1905, totaled 86,000
acres in Sayward district to make up for lands alienated from
the railway grant prior to 1884; these lands were located north
of the boundary specified above. The third grant (1913), was
also to make up for land granted to settlers; the fourth grant
(1925) included 10,000 acres on the foreshore of Fanny Bay and
Union Bay, and some coal rights in the vicinity.

Obviously, not all the E&N railway grants fall within
Hul’qumi’num traditional territory; the Hul’qumi’num Petition
estmates the area common to both at 268,000 hectares (about
662,000 acres), or about a third of the eventual E&N grant area.

Current Ownership of the Lands
In 1905, the CPR bought the E&N, paying $1 million for the
railway and $1.25 million for the remaining unsold land. In
1910, Dunsmuir sold his coal mining interests for $11 million.
Since that time, there have been numerous land transactions;
today’s major landholders are Timberwest and Island
Timberlands. The timber companies, in turn, have started to
sell off their privately owned forest lands for residential and
urban development. 

Decision on the Petition
The Hul’qumi’num Petition to the IACHR essentially claims
that the government of Canada, in failing to settle by any means
the HTG claim for compensation for their traditional lands
which had been included in the E&N grants, has violated the
provisions of specific sections of the American Declaration of
the Rights and Duties of Man, and of other human rights
‘enshrined in international common law’. But Canada argues
that the HTG have failed to exhaust all the ‘domestic remedies’
available to them, as required by the rules of the IAHCR, and
anyway, Canada is not a signatory to some of the documents
which form the basis of the allegations. 

The HTG, for their part, assert that domestic legislation does
not provide for ‘adequate and efficient’ remedies, and that they
have neither the funds nor the time to pursue all the legal and
negotiating avenues suggested by Canada (these avenues
specifically include the British Columbia Treaty Commission

HUL’QUMI’NUM from page 1

HUL’QUMI’NUM, please turn to page 11

Saturna Notes~ Priscilla Ewbank
Happy New Year to you!  May you vigorously learn new patterns
of being in the world that bring more life and love to yourself
and to those who look to you. We have before us another cycle
around the sun with luck and love to inspire us and to fling out
in all directions! 

This is an El Niño year and the outlook is rain, compared to
last year when I looked at my notes and snow was our
experience. It is hard to conjure up the experience of a summer
water shortage at this point in the winter. Storage of the great
bounty of water we are blessed with in winter is key to seeing
ourselves luxuriously through the sunshine of summer.  

Since Solstice, December 21, we have gained two minutes
earlier on the dawn and 21 minutes longer before sunset. The
urge to garden and prune and be out and about increases wth
the lengthening daylight. The green is becoming vertical as the
nettles and snowdrops push up and the grass in the pasture
starts to grow. 

Loss
My hands have prayers as well as joy in this new year. In my
charmed life I have never lost anyone suddenly, irrevocably to
death. Island friends brought the news to Hawaii—my friends
and colleagues Cindy Schafer and Bruce Haskitt died in full view
of many friends in the seaplane accident November 29. Saturna
was stunned. Saturna gave and gave; quick-thinking inspired
action, well trained action and thoughtful considered action to
grieve and mourn and create grace and comfort for family,
friends and emergency workers.  Each of us will come to our
own peace with the event and loss of the lives of two buoyant
and capable people. Cindy and Bruce chose our community to
own a business they adored, in active partnership with other
Islanders. They  found the Saturna community wonderfully
satisfying and the land gorgeous; they planned to retire and live
with us. I think of them often and wonder what to make of their
passing. The six people who died left many to mourn as they
seemed to have done exemplary things with their lives, touched
many lives deeply, and all were beloved. 

Besides the professional aid and resources,  I was touched at
how community members reached out to each other and
Islanders reached out to Islanders. I received emails and cards
from friends sending their love and support and best wishes to
my family and to the community.  The General Store has a book
full of supportive comments sent to our Island community by
Pender and Mayne islands residents. There are several poems
on the bulletin board that bring a different kind of comfort and
insight. With great grace Saturna island dealt with the deluge of
news people who wanted to know any detail that could be
gleaned for a ‘human interest’ story as they struggled to find
their own equilibrium in the direct aftermath of the crash.  

The power of sharing grief and solace comes from sharing
stories and reminiscing through pictures and words the value of
the person who has died and left us.  I now understand that the
operative healing experience is that together we walk into
healing.  The Gulf Islands besides being a gem of beauty has a
large giving heart. 

bird Count
The Christmas Bird Count went very well. Besides being a
marvelous impetus to tramp around in the generally wet and
cold, the count performs the service of a yearly baseline of the
abundance of bird species and number of birds. Nine Islanders
observed fifty two species throughout the day and 2,491 birds
were counted. Sounds suspiciously exact doesn’t it but there are
agreed upon techniques for aiding accuracy! No dazzlingly out
of place species were observed. Dunlins and sharp shinned
hawks or hawk were a delightful discovery. Mew gulls were by
far the most abundant seen between Tumbo Island and
Saturna—about a thousand. The results are called in to Gerald
McKeating on Pender Island who collates the local results.  

east Point FAb
Whimsically, the East Point Fog alarm building had its first
string  of Christmas lights this year. In honor of the season and
the fulfillment of one of the big work goals, lovely lights lit up
the building! With cooperation from the building team, Parks
Canada and First Nations, power was brought to the site. The
FAB building project at East Point Park is going full bore. There
are 6 theme teams working on information panels and many
people working on funding, furnishing, display items and
more.  Richard Blagborne is keen to have lots accomplished by
the summer and to keep the many volunteers on track for

success. 0

Islands Trust Area property owners continue to take
responsibility for conserving land using the Natural Area
Protection Tax Exemption Program (NAPTEP). A unique
program for a unique place, NAPTEP is the only program in
British Columbia offering landowners an annual property tax
exemption on land protected by conservation covenants. 

In the Gulf Islands, natural area conservation goals need the
support and assistance of landowners. With only 22% of the
land base owned by the Crown, the future ecological health of
the Gulf Islands relies primarily on private landowners.
Landowners who register a NAPTEP conservation covenant on
their land continue to own and enjoy the property and ensure it
remains natural for the future, while receiving an annual 65%
property tax exemption on the protected land. NAPTEP is
available in the following Local Trust Areas (including
associated islands): Executive Islands, Gabriola, Galiano,
Gambier, Mayne, North Pender, South Pender, Salt Spring,
Saturna, Thetis.

Conserve land, pay less tax
In 2009, two island couples joined the program, bringing the

total amount of land protected by NAPTEP to 60 hectares. Dr.
David and June Collins donated the Westbourn NAPTEP
covenant on Galiano Island. The new covenant protects
maturing forest overlooking Montague Harbour. Serving as
stewards of their land, the Collins’ resist the urge to ‘tidy up’ and
allow their property to provide a habitat for animals that share
the land to make homes in decaying trees and branches. Sara
and Richard Steil’s Woods NAPTEP covenant protects a North
Pender Island forest filled with grand fir, western red cedar, and
wild strawberry, as well as a portion of a wetland that spans
several neighbouring properties and hosts amphibians and
visiting great blue herons. The covenant ensures that the land
will remain in its natural state regardless of who owns the
property in the future.

To learn more about NAPTEP, please contact the Islands
Trust Fund at 250-405-5186 (Victoria) or toll free through
Enquiry BC at 1-800-663-7867 (604-660-2421 in Vancouver),

or online at http://islandstrustfund.bc.ca/naptep.cfm. 0
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FREE WORD ADS
Winter Economy Booster

Till Spring - free WORD ads (max 25 words) for all individuals reading Island Tides. Please no business ads.
For Sale, For Rent, Personal, etc.

250-629-3660 email: islandtides@islandtides.com

AUTOMOTIVE HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

FREE!
Scrap Car,

Truck, Bus &
Equipment  
REMOVAL

No Wheels?
No Problem!
Gulf Islands • Victoria

Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope

Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing

- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

250-652-0599
www.flynn.ca

MOVED
HOMES

BE BOLD - GO GREEN

Character, Custom &
Contemporary Buildings

40+ buildings to
choose from

www.nickelbros.com
1-866-606-2237

D. A. SMITHSON & SONS

Well Drillers
250-539-5252
250-478-6937
dasons@telus.net
www.smithsondrilling.comStanding Seam

metal Roofing
foR WateR

ColleCtion SyStemS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE

SHAKE & SHINGLE

Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

L

A
NC
E VAESE

NROOFING 
Ltd.

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028

Fax 250-383-2198

MARINE
WAHL MARINE LTD.

135 McGill Road
Salt Spring Island

30 years experience

dock building & repair

pile driving & drilling

aluminum gangways & ramps

wood piers & wood floats

crane barge service & towing

mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

On Time & On Budget

• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings 

• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker

250-537-9710
www.islandmarine.ca

FOR RENT
Montague Harbour, Galiano Island.
A-frame located above garage.
Open living area. Fully furnished.
Located on waterfront property.
Includes use of half of the dock and
full use of the garage. $500 per
month on a month by month basis
until property is sold. Guaranteed 6
months of rental. Renter must mow
lawn and look after property as part
of the rent. Property is listed for
sale and renter must allow access
to A-frame and property to realtor
for client viewing. No pets.
Available immediately. Contact Bob
1-250-981-2062 or email
mebob@shaw.ca

For rent Pender Island.  Large one
bedroom, wood floors, woodstove,
deck. Hope Bay/Pt Wash area. $750
+ util.  250-629-3964

Rent
Quality�Pre-Owned�
Cars�&�Minivans

www.gsaautorentals.com

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788

terry@gsaautorentals.com

Book�with�the�best!
Pick-Up��from�

Swartz�Bay�Ferry Terminal�&�

Victoria�Airport

Monthly�from�$625

Weekly�from�$205
Mention�this�ad��for�discount

GSA�Auto�Rentals�

GENERAL TREE SERVICES
Serving Galiano & 
the Gulf  Islands

• Hazardous or un-wanted tree 
removals

• View preservation and 
enhancement

• Thinning, topping and pruning
• Windstorm clean up
• Free estimates, reasonable 

rates

250-539-3752
generaltreeservices@hotmail.com 

LEGAL AND ENGINEERING SuRVEyS

R.L. JOHNS

LAND SURVEYING LTD.

• Site plans • Building layouts  

• Subdivisions • Repostings
• Surveyors certificates 
• Easements and Rights of Way

Serving Saanich PeninSula

& The gulf iSlandS

Ron Johns, BCLS, CLS   
250-658-9515

cell: 250-882-9515
johns.rljohns@shawcable.com

Pottery Kiln-L&L, 7CU ft. 3” firebrick,
2 ½ yrs. old, under warranty, fully
programmable, energy efficient,
hard ceramic element holders which
makes changing elements a breeze,
comes with set of brand new
elements. $1900. 250-629-6722 or
mgabriel@shaw.ca Pender Island

FOR SALE

specializing in… 
pvc deck membranes &
aluminum railings for

sundecks, garage decks
and roofdecks.

call dave Woode
contracting:

250-537-2990 or 
1-800-804-6288

servicing the gulf islands

Hot Tubs
Swimming Pools

Sales • Service • Parts
Insured • Licensed

holger@hermann.ca
250-538-8244
Serving Southern &

Northern Gulf Islands
www.gulfislandspas.com

Wanted: an Italian conversation
partner to improve my beginner
Italian, could be face-to-face or phone
(my bill) or Skype.  250-629-6038

PERSONAL

Your FREE WORD AD
here!

250-629-3660
www.islandtides.com

Your FREE WORD AD
here!

250-629-3660
www.islandtides.com

process). And the Treaty Commission process specifically
excludes any consideration of lands now privately owned.

The IAHCR have concluded that the Petition is ‘admissible’
with respect to alleged violations of certain articles of the
American Declaration. These include Article II (right to equality
before the law), Article III (right to profess, manifest and
practice a religious faith), Article XIII (right to culture), and
XXIII (right to property). As a consequence of Canada’s

membership in the OAS, the IACHR deems itself competent to
hear the Petition.

The IACHR decision emphasizes that the grounds for
admissibility of the Petition are not the same as the grounds for
the eventual decision, and that this decision does not prejudge
the merits of the case.

It is not clear at this point when the case will be argued. 0

HUL’QUMI’NUM from page 9

So, winter's not so bad after all and if you or your neighbour
have a forsythia bush a few twigs brought inside and placed in a
vase now will reward you with a mass of yellow blossoms in
about two weeks.

Winter Recipes
Squash Soup
Prep time about 10 minutes
Cooking time, an hour or so
Serves two to four

A chunk of winter squash or pumpkin
1 medium onion, chopped
a couple of cloves of garlic, minced
a little oil
2 cups of some basic stock
salt & pepper 

Check through your store of winter squash and pick over any
showing signs of mold. Remove the mold and seeds, cut into
sections and bake in a hot oven for half an hour or until getting
dry and burnt. The BBQ also works well for this.

Then, fling the onion and garlic into a kettle with a dash of
oil and fry until transparent and add the seasoning. Cut the rind
off the squash and the meat into chunks and add them to the
kettle along with the stock and maybe a splash of white wine.
Simmer for a half hour and blend until smooth. This is your
basic squash stock. You can have it for lunch if you are really
hungry. Better to jazz it up a bit.
Variations:Curried Squash Soup: add a large pinch of curry to
the onions when they are frying and a dollop of yogurt on top of
the soup when you serve it. If you can find a few sprigs of
cilantro in the garden chop that on too. Orange Squash Soup:

grate the rind and squeeze the juice of a couple of oranges into
the mix when you add the squash chunks. Or, add a couple of
spoonfuls of frozen orange concentrate to the final mix. I find
that a pinch of cinnamon and a splash of whipping cream
doesn't hurt either. Herby Squash Soup: throw in a couple of
springs of rosemary and one each of sage and thyme, all finely
chopped. Add a dash of sour cream at the end. 
Hatcha puri
This is one of my favourite discoveries from a visit to the
Georgian Republic last year. Hatchapuri is their answer to pizza.
Prep time as for bread 
1st & 2nd rising
Baking about 30 minutes
Serves about 4
Make up a basic bread dough with not more than a third whole
wheat flour. Fresh bread flour is best but you can use all-
purpose and add a little extra glutanin. During the initial mixing
add about a cupful of active yogurt and knead well. After the
first rising divide your dough into pizza sized portions (mine are
about grapefruit size) and roll out not too thin onto a baking
sheet. Make up a mixture of equal parts yogurt and your
favourite soft cheese. Add a pinch of salt, pepper, nutmeg and
sugar to taste and spread about a cupful of this over the rolled
out dough. Then fold the edges in to the centre to make it
approximately square and turn the oven on high, at least 450.
When the oven is hot, slide your creation in and bake for 20
minutes then turn the temperature down to about 350 for
another ten minutes or until the crust is pale gold and the centre
is bubbling. Serve hot with a fruity white wine and an apple.
Makes a great lunch when you are not in a hurry or the ideal

supper before a movie. 0

GARDEN from page 5

in the polls.  Canadians are joining Pro-Democracy face book
groups and planning Pro-Democracy rallies for January 23, the
Saturday before Parliament was supposed to have resumed on
January 25. While not yet a Parliamentarian, as party leader, I
will be in Ottawa on the 23rd for the rally in front of the closed
doors of Parliament. On January 25, the day Parliament was to
have resumed, I will table the Green Party plan to get out of the
structural deficit created by Mr Harper’s flawed approach to the
economy. 

Regardless of your personal political affiliation, or lack of
one, please do take the time to get engaged in the pro-
democracy movement that is sweeping Canada. Maybe, just
maybe, the pendulum has finally reached the outer limits of
autocratic rule and will swing back towards meaningful

democratic engagement and respectful politics. 0
Elizabeth May, OC, is the author of Losing Confidence—

Power, Politics and the Crisis in Canadian Democracy
(McClelland and Stewart, 2009) and is the federal leader of the
Green Party of Canada.  She lives in Sidney, BC.

PRO-DEMOCRACY from page 5

‘The change in policy that allows bylaw enforcement based
on advertisements of illegal activity, without a complaint, is
not working. It seems there is no time, or stomach to
enforce on complaints, let alone advertisements’.
‘Every week there are advertisements in the local papers for
illegal rentals, yet there is no effort on the part of bylaw
enforcement to control this problem. The attitude seems to
be that if there are no complaints by neighbours, there is no
action required. Complaints by residents who are not direct
neighbours are characterized as nuisances’. 
‘Other local governments deal with infractions more
quickly and are taken more seriously’ Rudischer
concluded.

GIA is a non-profit, grassroots organization with members
on islands throughout the Islands Trust.  One of GIA’s
objectives is to increase the effectiveness of the Islands Trust in
fulfilling its object to protect the natural environment and

communities of the Gulf Islands. 0

GIA from page 8




